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tinued to work the Gold-field which he had discovered,
and to draw from it new treasures, not indeed with quite
such ease and in quite such abundance as when the precious
soil was still virgin, but yet with success which left all
competition far behind. In 1684 appeared the second part
of the Pilgrim9s Progress. It was soon followed by the
Holy War, which, if the Pilgrim's Progress did not exist,
would be the best allegory that ever was written.
Bunyan's place in society was now very different from
what it had been. There had been a time when many
Dissenting ministers, who could talk Latin and read Greek,
had affected to treat him with scorn. But his fame and
influence now for exceeded theirs. He had so great an
authority among the Baptists that he was popularly called
Bishop Bunyan. His episcopal visitations were annual.
From Bedford he rode every year to London, and preached
there to large and attentive congregations. From London
he went his circuit through the country, animating the
zeal of his brethren, collecting and distributing alms, and
making up quarrels. The magistrates seem in general to
have given him little trouble. But there is reason to believe
that, in the year 1685, he was in some danger of again
occupying his old quarters in Bedford jail. In that year the
rash and wicked enterprise of Monmouth gave the Govern-
ment a pretext for prosecuting the Nonconformists; and
scarcely one eminent divine of the Presbyterian, Inde-
pendent, or Baptist persuasion remained unmolested.
Baxter was in prison; Howe was driven into exile: Henry
was arrested. Two eminent Baptists, with whom Bunyan
had been engaged in controversy, were in great peril and
distress, Danvers was In danger of being hanged5 and